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Hidden treasure … this 12-sided oddity is a comfy retreat set in rejuvenated bushland at Mt Warning
Surprise package

With a yurt, joglos and a cave house, you’re never quite sure what you’ll find among the thousands of native and palm trees at this forest retreat

	It’s a luxurious and slightly eccentric hideaway on 27ha of verdant forest at the base of Mt Warning near Murwillumbah – and nothing prepares first-time visitors for the mingled sense of calmness and surprise it delivers.

Until a year ago, the place was known as Wollumbin Palms Retreat. New owners Casey and Phil Russell have since added “Amazing” to the original name because, as they tell it, that’s the first word guests say. Aside from the homestead where Casey and Phil reside, accommodation comprises three individually themed lodges, each enjoying stunning views, quirky decor and total privacy. One is a 12-sided Mongolian yurt with wide verandas, another occupies a sumptuous man-made “cave”, and a third has been built around 300-year-old artefacts from a Javanese prayer house. Everything one could need is provided: fireplaces, spas, espresso machines and air-conditioning. Personal touches abound: curiosities, follies, sandstone carvings and ingeniously recycled antiques. 

Bread is baked daily. Juice is freshly squeezed from oranges grown on the property. Meals are delivered to the door, except at the “cave” where food is lowered to guests by means of a pulley contraption. 

Well-maintained tracks connect individual lodges with lily ponds, lagoons and orchards. It’s a veritable Garden of Eden – and, as you drive in, you can’t help marvelling at the hard work that has made it so. Most of the pioneering toil can be attributed to the original owners, an enterprising couple who bought the property in the mid-90s when it was lantana-choked.
	They planted thousands of palms and native trees, dammed the watercourse to create a wide palm-fringed lagoon and set about creating the lodges. We’ve booked into Kings Lodge, a shingle-roofed lodge inspired by Asian architecture. It has three rooms, two of which are dominated by 300-year-old, wooden joglos – intricately carved canopies. Mrs B and I had planned to check in, then continue our exploration of the Tweed Valley. Once at the lodge, however, we lost all desire to do anything other than relax. We lit a fire, uncorked some wine and listened to birdsong. Had we been so inclined we could have luxuriated in the spa bath, artfully positioned beside a decorative lily pond populated by darting carp. There’s a decently equipped kitchen but Casey had offered to prepare seafood. Usually, she needs 24 hours’ notice when it comes to making an evening meal (for $110 per couple) but, in our case, she makes allowances – and the fish is excellent. The bedroom is worth a mention – in particular, the bed itself. Heavy chains attached to the carved joglo suspend a sleeping platform above the floor. Floodlights illuminate the scenery outside. It’s easy to see why the place is popular with honeymooners and couples celebrating significant anniversaries. Indeed, having stayed in one lodge, it’s tempting to return in order to try the others. 
Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat, 
Mount Warning Rd, Murwillumbah. 
Ph: (02) 6679 5063. www.wollumbinpalms.com.au
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