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Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat has plenty of everything

Michael Lund

August 16, 2008 12:00am

IT'S enough to make a Queenslander weep. "Use as much water as you like," 
says Casey." We're not short of it."
So we had not one -- but two hot spa baths within 24 hours as we rested at the 
Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat. 

The place is nestled in the northern New South Wales hinterland, 
overlooked by Mount Warning, about 10 minutes drive from Murwillumbah. 

We were staying in the Sir Joseph Banks Lodge, the first of three very individual lodges 
to be built at the Wollumbin Palms Retreat, named after the Aboriginal name for Mount 
Warning. 

With 32.3ha available, the owners Phil and Casey Russell guarantee at least 300m of thick vegetation between you, their home and the other two lodges. 

The privacy is perfect given the spa baths at each lodge are outside, in our case on the wooden deck. 

It's quite a thing to sit naked in a hot tub of water with your loved one, a glass of favourite sparkling wine in hand looking out on the rain forest, confident no one can see you. 

It was relatively cold outside, offering little incentive to leave the hot tub. 

Best to keep the opened bottle of wine close by for top-ups. 

Our lodge was a magnificent 12-sided wooden cabin, the design apparently inspired by a Mongolian yurt. 

However, this yurt has extras including two annexes -- one for a double-shower bathroom and the other for a bedroom. 

Inside, a log fire was roaring and warming the room as we prepared for more relaxation before an evening meal of Thai baked fresh water fish and vegetables, with sticky date pudding desert, all cooked fresh and brought to our lodge by Phil and Casey. 

The DVD and satellite TV remained switched off in favour of an evening on the deck, listening to the night sounds, including some small clawed creature scratching on the woodwork somewhere in the yurt we could never quite pinpoint. 

The next morning the birdlife awoke before the alarm clock had a chance and a morning walk through the forest was accompanied by sounds of various doves, pigeons, king parrots, whip birds, kookaburras and something out of sight high in a tree that continued to rasp at high volume. 

Wallabies, kangaroos and even platypus can also be spied at times. 

Mount Warning gets the first sunlight on mainland Australia and as it hits the rainforest vegetation you can watch the dew rise and ready itself for more of the rainfall that gives this place its abundance of fresh water. 

On our return we found freshly baked bread left outside the yurt to go with the free-range eggs, tomatoes and freshly squeezed orange juice they'd already placed in our fridge for breakfast. Bacon is available for the meat eaters. 

Phil and Casey have been running the place for two years after taking over from original owners and creators, Roger and Margaret Ealand. 

All the Ealands' eccentricities remain -- including hot showers in the forest -- and are now being added to by the Russells with a possible renaming of the three lodges to reflect a new age character. 

The other two lodges are the cave-like Altwood with stunning bedroom views of Mount Warning, and the Java temple room Kings Lodge with a bed suspended from the ceiling by chains. 

At Sir Joseph Banks the attention to detail is superb and everything works, giving you the impression Phil and Casey stay in each of the lodges from time to time, to iron out any frustrations a guest may feel. 

The accommodation is geared to couples only and prices start from $345 a night, with packages available for honeymoons and romantic breaks. 

Extra luxuries such as massage, facials and something called hot stone therapy can be arranged. 

Nearby are a couple of places to eat out -- although with limited opening times -- should you ever feel the need to leave your retreat. 

So confident are Phil and Casey that you'll enjoy your stay though, you get a free night in any lodge for every five bookings they take from your recommendation. 

Tell them Michael sent you. 

Michael Lund stayed for one night as a guest of Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat.

· Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat is about 10 minutes drive out of Murwillumbah, which is about 1 1/2 to 2 hours south of Brisbane. 

· Tel: 02 6679 5063 
· www.wollumbinpalms.com.au
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ALONE with nature… one of 3 private lodges in the Wollumbin Forest, where fresh bread is left at the door and a hot shower is strung to a forest tree.








