	holingup
	Some eccentric touches add value to a rock-hewn, cave-like retreat in the shadow of Mount Warning.
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	MUSTDO
TAKE a drive to Uki and on to Nimbin. Uki offers a great pub. Nimbin has local produce on offer, good coffee and a great collection of country music at the market’s CD stall.
HEAD back to Murwillumbah for a decent selection of food, wine and restaurants.  Plus this Tweed Valley area is dotted with fruit stalls and speciality cafes such as Flutterbies at Tyalgum, which offers homemade chocolates. If you’re over all the green mountains, it’s a quick drive back through to Cabarita Beach.

	Words Bruce McMahon
There are parts of New South Wales that Queensland should annexe – those areas south to Ballina and west to Tenterfield, for starters. Straightaway, the south-eastern Queensland border would look much neater.  And the Sunshine State could better lay claim to one of the world’s most liveable regions.  For in this pocket is some of the most majestic country of the continent, an area still uncluttered by progress.

Over the border, around two hours’ drive from Brisbane, sits Murwillumbah and the charms of a town a little bit coast, a little bit country.  Fewer than ten kilometres south-west is Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat, where creature comforts meet rainforest in three secluded lodges.

Altwood Lodge is a curious and charming grotto, built into the side of a hill.  There are big rocks and concrete arches to support an earthen roof and the privacy to play caveman for a weekend.  It’s secluded out back with spa and barbecue.  It’s secluded at the front, too, but from here there is a wide-screen view to Mount Warning, day and night.

The cavern is quaint and cuddly, a few degrees south of eccentric with a goldfish tank in front of the toilet cistern,
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large slabs of natural timber for benches and tables, a pull-down handbasin souvenired from an old railway carriage in the bedroom wall, and a shower that comes at you from the sides as well as the top.
Yet it all melds in an intriguing package.  With all the uncommon touches this is a very warm, welcoming lodge.

There are today’s modern conveniences:  espresso maker, air-conditioning (if the chimenea fire isn’t lit), DVD player and television.  There is a selection of books and DVDs
available, more up at the main house where hosts Phil and Casey Russell may be busy cutting up wood for the
	lodges’ fires, making dinner for guests ($110 for two with 48 hours notice) or baking bread to deliver with fresh orange juice each morning.  The lodge’s kitchen is fully equipped – except for a dishwasher – and bacon, eggs and tomato are sitting in the fridge for breakfasts.
Those with energy could drive a minute or two up the road, then spend fours hours climbing Mt Warning.  Less energetic folk could have a beer at the Uki pub, about four kilometres further down the Kyogle Road, and watch others climb the mount.  Or drive another 30 minutes to Nimbin to catch up with the local colour.  Then back to the sanctuary of Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat’s Altwood Lodge, no cheap weekender but bordering on priceless.

THE PLACE Amazing Wollumbin Palms Retreat, Mt Warning Rd, via Murwillumbah, NSW

TEL (02) 6679 5063

EMAIL wollpalm@aapt.net.au
WEB www.wollumbinpalms.com.au
THE DEAL Altwood Lodge for two adults Fri/Sat/Sun $385 per night; Mon-Thurs $345 per night.
	


